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Sheepherders Tip* 

The Lato Roberts. Slack 
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can send them f? ri ° h Mormon ^PPies so !? *° nneCt U P a 
some ether stuff"! 4 Certific «e tf wfl m art " at the yuppies 
and mak l all tto'e Id yUPP±eS P"**»S t ° !/. year «»d 
get a box of food !" Pray M °™on-styl e with It " the s P rin 9 
heard any eldfr t ° ther tr «*ets. r / ""f s ° they can 

srsss s sF - » - a :lv^°;» 9 ot n th a e is r o ight 
S^^^r- Maybe we — oai r r sr?AgS2 
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h ere bustling around and *£*«£?«£ jgg l^tlTtloT ZlT 
happened? Looks like the "deadlines were W"«J especially 

b/5. oppressor. No thing ^ppened Except the people a ^ ^ 

the support networks crxed wolf 1 and everyn y wnenever it 

!22 S;^ 1 ^ =? S.^ AKii- «— *- is 

wta^st^mott beautiful thing about Big «"***" sage brush or the 

^.^•^^^^l^ ^. 1 ^ °oo m before she starts 

weaving. 

Why do I as* so many questions? education system, where the 

Because you're coming from t »h » ££tioE 9«f "» bi 99 est 

r^of tV/pL It^n^tVorK STSX-round here. Best to keep 
St Hill and wait for the answer to be bestowed. 

I want to do a documentary film on black mesa, BTO **« multip ie times- 

Okay, First you need to know £• b£» £~ b.*or.. -It p ^^ 

but not recently. Second, it will. be »»^"°*~ " but intact oral 
of the people and an £PO.£xon on a struggling, ^ 
Traditional Culture. It will bj upt* yo * Qf energy and 

Finally, its gonna require a big-time expe ^ gQnna 

resources on your part to do it right. Ana wny 

do it right? d ± become a n authority 

on what" ^rS.^stL ^ to people about your 

idea. 

Do sheep and goats do funny things? 

Yes 

Do I need to get that degree to herd sheep? 

Do'l need to have a lot of money saved up to herd sheep? 

No 

Oo 'i need to hove my shit together to herd sheep? 

^"enough then, we-11 see you ^J^J^^^V^^. 
cultural sensitivity packet on th »^ I ? w ^'^ ic-Bil | 28 _773-8086. 
S noone'respon^s ? JSSS- ^ around. ,ou-re sure to run 
into one of our allxes. 

Dine' Vocabulary Instalment -(better start 1*J« 11B & 6 5^%{S "" 
v!q entirely in Line') Chizh- firewooa, To - i,ausr, *eeji~ 
Mp'aVlidf- hobo. Tsllyos- dreadlocks ^ 
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MrVna^a/foaasii n« 

I catne on the frel : 



ggehe be 3 niya 
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train. 
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Siach Mesa Indigenous support \o&j.aj 

ww w . "c 1 a c k ... e s a i s . c r s » r s 1 a t i n s t c t h e 




we live w 
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before. 5c tec nave these ceophfc 
i^V\ "". Dine' they call therseives. 



* l the 



•awn on 
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of "the line in x lo ana forced into resistance. So, 
we call it support .'^ey support us too. In count- 
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... , _ _ -s . ~ - - q ; -■ - •- •=> 

_5S£ '••£.£ o. ac ui-io j^~~ -"- «« 

defined. Sut we are sheeeaerders . ;.'s ee arc:; ^^-. 
Wflvb-* w"i*t* the basis fro-: whic 1 -w- sear: te tell 
this "tale," col isc* are 1 skir* :he.*:s information?. 
tf r -s -..-■- trust sachother and wcrx out another ^proj- 
ect. I'layoe it rives rise zo eo^e whins beautiful. 
Its a tine cut there -,.'hsr. beautiful thir.7.2 ere scar:2- 
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if they were^VoTO^in^hatevel tia^^'le't'i^h^'-J^ 
»w, sceep aust S o out. Soday is fairly cloudy yet thesu^ *?££j 

on tr.e imrnV-flrl mound, faa sheen an.-! * o-o.+e '»U ovi,, I ------'-— e = 

parse aalf-eaten hedges of salVoush a*" 'icon a -tn^/t ■?*? &V& ? * X 
ur wake. Kppi Saswr. Sp.™ «„+ „.. T" "Tr ;??? * ot rlot fence stood in 
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Frequently A*k«d QttMtions About "^ 

{Dxsclaimer. All questions better answer, 

by your favorite grrrandma or her kISs b _ 

you gotta work vith what you got. 



Hop! Rangera kave put up fences like these 






■ O ?.s Si ;;'.'; 



J. Oi ^; 

n .^ n r» 



aerations. 
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a s nave herded 



t? SB - p tne e&rt " £nd leave a painnv 




lea: the here through "an open %eafca like 

V.T™ ;: ^ rl " l -^^ calls - e -o look back, I hear 3 f a ii* -"--- :~ 
•-•■•t 1 - 5 ana aisniss it as a surse^v oi^-ioml a,,? Z e • r aiUb ***^ '-- ap 
cr I understood it to be a vehicle o-h?W-5^ *? -! 3 ;Y" a S r9 ' v ' ^ 
-nfaaous 27? slurry cioe carries ^ivm™ £ uu6 ^P 61 *^ rd. Ph- 

'ater on the oonti^t-pj*^! ^^ ? -- of the cleanest 

- w J a '- ue*.9ragin.j btation in Lausili^ v-r ---- 
.0 countless tech- ^o-i -^-i--- 1 - £.~IT . * &aa L -~ ,rj 

:hrou :: hout the southwests r l- joTente" crises" ? 3 SI; li ^ a 
-aye wnen electricity no lon*8°%u^ tiSSJ ih* " ° f 

Lxnes. toanfiaa has no electricitv o? r -u-^l2^ a t^ W3r 
: :I e L n ^: ? he B S» Provides the li.ht*?o? heV- ?o ^- 

n lar<e -5 -gallon drums fro*- p *-i-"n It e fn la haVSced 
rrandms. told oie once hefor- 1- *^??I pl ? S ' Sil± ~~ awa ^« 
&s~ u..e wawer *rcin a canyon hist r-i--- •--. - u&ou 

'"•-• , - vee V-.a-P-.rt^ - . J^'-i j US u Co low tier C a r "0 . 

:.;r boasting xod«i^~"y'it???o. J,,/ ? ipeiin5j " ni ^ fsrees. 

will p V «n --0-- -,"*" '^" iy A ~ o; - trle earta, I don't th^> 
;.""»»- ?f t s ^r :1 ? r (aotaer earth, grandma, sh'aas*^ Ji^ 

■-o ^^ 3.^ aces. I see a modern white trvc>- ^ & ^^ : li "..,. - 
-•-r wllo front, the yindshield isr«L cracked L ^ _ ""^ 

-on dar.-: sunglasses oracea, ano I see ?. .:.-■.-; 

soep an eye on the shee*^ finder"' tv, c^« x >» * i 

*6 otners that ru ■ c• s + ^ov , -r^ + v^ a««ii °^ ac "f"^ - e ^^"C/ 
-•->....- ., ■ -"---aj-, ana tr.e small on^s t^q-*- fi«j 

I 1 ;-: 3 ^^ L -? 6 Juniper, I notice the v/nit- WdkhJ 

uoppea and sits perched on a high point llki 1 rSll* 

- p wi '* , »i Aise c cayote, 

call out to the -Toat c : softs **- n - i^^v k- 1 
ISa of Wa itir. s for their eX^^er brotbe^a p^ S.f*' "$ Ghov no 
;• shoulfieraware of two Btrar^e eves -~t^f^ !i - * X pS3r over 
'-9 truol-: :r.ov6d slowly, tllovT*- it n 't2 ?> £ ? ° n a ais tanoe. 

.-.vq Swrayed onto the mai^ road anrf tv ««iT^ \ roaG# racs goats 

. »« — iUj ° «-«w my patience has err own 

thin, I quickly stride-. - -...- XUrt - 1 

and start to run 



Tne sheep stir p-n^.. start 
1 J1 °ll - r att'eas and they turn hack from the road. 
: : ;:-~m X look over my shoulder and there, like a 
(owitzer plowsr fchpou^\ the ^ates of Babylon, 



How many people still live on the HPL? 
It's tho ukoz-] ^ ition. Don't 
How many sheep do you herd? 
Again wrong question. A few. 
How big is the mine? 

I^nei* SSSJT^'^aj^S 10 ° square -^=^5 

featured in the 1983 anti S °.^ orrible to behold that it was 

for "life ^f^we-rir^™ 11 "* ?*-*****«*•' i^pi 
world. } aS the representative image of a f**d-up 

Who gets electricity from the mine? 

all, is all connected ^fh Southwest US. The grid, like us 

Do I have to herd sheep to support the struggle? 

0^1":;^ iT ti ° e i "tr*;::?^:^ 1 caravans - wood ********* 

fr p r " b,00ded NaVaJ ° ,h0f ^ raiS6d '" the ^- 0- ' ■£?• 9i 3 herding 

"irS'o^vt^- 01 CitY NaVdj ° 9 have Pished in out here We 
ringed ^^ bac" ^ *°"' '° ** J °» Sit "^ •»«• ^P t2 
What does the yearly cycle consist of? 

-t^t^^ Than k sgivi ng is he i p i ng 

(baby goats). Spring^ shearlnaanH ? 9 w" ° f ^ 1&mbS 3nd kids 
year round. 9 shearin 9 an ^ planting. Sheep are herded all 

Are the Hopi Rangers really Hopi? 

willing to Keep theL^'dovn g rS,* * ^ t0 a ^ India " 
is grandma f "na make fun of my prercngs/dr^/tanoos/vegetarianrsmr 

really, tney"een it a!^ " "* ^^ ° Ut " IU ' S BOt s ° «-* 

What are your sheepdogs' names? 

Son of stupid# Gramps# tsa r iit and 

Who was the greatest sheepdog? 

Scotty. (Answer will vary by homesite.) 

^ VL^^^^^- ^tta on the strugg^T 

H,P ERLINK -.ttp:/ 3 / ^.SSLSS. ^ 80 r b E ra^e S aTs Site: ' 

<eep ln mind that there is all kinds of s T^ a ^ laA5 7 2Ea ' 

time that doesn't make it onto tie web 9 9 °" here a11 the 

me-M^or"! or"!'":' W ! iy Sh0U ' d X C ° me ° Ut if " ,here ' S "0 *««ln.T 

ine nistory of outside support on Blflnt M^r.. k 

up Lo and aurroundinq certain d«Llt™ T dS been mostly leadin 9 

February ,. 20 00... ,C,T^ S^XT^l^^*™ •' 
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Agreement" (AA) under 
threats tnd coercion, entitling 
them to a 77-year lease for a 
small tract of land surrounding 
their homesite. A significant 
number "resist" (don't sign). 
1098 1 00-year-old 

ceremonial Hogan bulldozed 
by Hopi Rangers near 
Creyeyes homesite at Rough 
Rock Point. 

1998 Hopi Rangers ncuflle 
with elder resistor Rena 
Babbit-Lane in attempt to 
count her sheep against her 
will, Rcna's finger is broken in 
the incident. 

1999 Dine Youth and 
sheephcrder Chris Interpreter 
arrested at his homesite 
defending sheep corral. 

2000 (Feb.) Contingent of 
Japanese Zen Buddhists, Big 
Mt, Dine' and other supporters 
complete several-hundrcd-mile 
prayer walk. They converge at 
Black goat residence in 
solidarity with non-signers of 
AA facing eviction deadline. 
No forced evictions are carried 
out by authorities. 

2000-1 Supporters Arlene 
l lamilton and Marsha 
Monastersky and later elder 
Dine' Kee Sheii are subjected 
to trials at Hopi Court and 
"excluded" from "Hopi 
Reservation". 

2001 (April) Manybeads vs. 
United Stales Govt., HPL 
Dine's suit for repeal of PL95- 
35 1 (relocation law) on the 
basis of right to religious 
freedom, is dismissed by 9 th 
circuit court of appeals. 
Judges' ruling says that AA 
(see 1 997) introduces Hopi 
Tribe as a "necessary and 
indispensable 3 ,d party", 
thereby barring the acceptance 
of an otherwise sound claim 
for religious freedom. 
Manybeads' lawyer Lee 
I'hillips was also the architect 
and main proponent of the A A. 
convincing Ill'L Dine' to sign 
four years earlier by insisting 



that signing would not 
Interfere with the Manybeads 
caie. After the dismissal, 
Phillips resigns from the case 
and advises the people at a 
public meeting to "lobby their 
senators". 

2001 (June) 5 dine' women 
age 35-85 are arrested by Hopi 
Rangers for holding the 
Sundance without a permit. 
Charges arc later dropped after 
a 4 day trial in Polacca (Hopi 
Court) 

2001 (Aug.) Sundance arbor 
at Camp Anna Mae is 
bulldozed by IMA and Hopi 
Rangers. Fence is erected 
around the area with signs 
declaring "area closed for 
resource development". Arrick 
Crittendon (Dine") and Arlene 
Hamilton arrested for 
attempting to document the 
destruction. John Benally's 
truck is impounded. 

2002 (April) Arlene 
Hamilton, founder of Weavers 
For Freedom, dies under 
mysterious circumstances in a 
car accident outside of Taos, 
NM. Matriarch Roberta 
Blackgoat passes on later in 
the same month. 

2003 (July) Td Nizhtmi Am, 
an organization of Black Mesa 
dine' interested to piotect the 
groundwater and springs of the 
area, compels Navajo Tribal 
Council to join all local 
chapterhouses, Hopi Tribal 
Govt., and even Peabody 
Mine Workers Union in 
resolving that Peabody 
pumping of N-acpiifer 
groundwater for coal Blurry 
(4,000 acre ft. of pristine 
drinking water per yr) cease 
and desist by Jnn 1,2006. 

2004 (Spring) Shcii's cows 
impounded by Hopi Rangcis. 
In a separate incident, Dan 
Herder is beaten and arrested 
by rangers for defending his 
cattle and then fleeing arte I 
2004 (May) Spring Survival 

("amp gathering St Blackgoat 



:. ne Wolf, Goatale 



residence is visited by FBI in 
swat gear on complaint of 
white squatters on Indian land. 
Danny Blackgoat responds, 
"There have been white 
squatters on the Indian land 
since 1492". Hopi Rangers 
continue to visit for the 
duration of the gathering, 
alternatively friendly and 
hostile and ultimately threaten 
to take Blackgoat residence 
and livestock under their 
control. No such action has 
taken place at this time (2005- 
july). 

2004 (Fall) Jerry Babbtt- 
Lane has his chainsaw 
impounded for a second time 
by Rangers for cutting 
firewood near his home 
without a permit. Chainsaws 
and other equipment have 
never been returned. Lawrence 
Altisis' pickup impounded 
coincident with a threat that he 
sign the AA in 120 days or 
face eviction. 

2005 (Winter) Burial Hogan 
is dismantled (violation of 
Dine' tradition) by Hopi 
Rangers near Glenna Begay's 
homesite. 

2005 (Spring) Dine' elders 
at Kin Nteel declare their 
opposition to C-Aquifer 
pipeline presently under 
construction from Leupp to 
Black Mesa, calling for 
support in opposing 

construction from outsiders. 
2005 (April) Protests break 
out at the mine. Surrounding 
Dine' community manages to 
slow coal production for 
several days. A contingent 
from the local area travels to 
Window Rock (NN 

headquarters) to demand 
closure of the mine. Calls for 
ongoing protests at the mine 
and Mojave Generating Station 
through the summer and 
lending up lo Jon 1, 2000 
denrtliiip. 

thanks to JH fo> help 
ii < ontent. 
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middle pissed as hell. 
Hie r lopi Ranger stops turned towards the pan iked sheep, now 
running. I thought of going over to him and asserting every 
angered thought in my head. But a reminder a sheep-herder told 
me or.ee. "If youi not fcjoingto stick around for the next twenty 
years to help grandma fight off the reprucussions (SWAT learns, 
Homeland Security personnel, and many more Hopi Rangers) of 
your actions, then its best to just herd sheep." I would hive to 
throw a rock, threw every window in a statement of my defense. 

But T'"< I11C+ '« ct»A« .>U~..-J.v.- t-Us I'.. t.1, ~ I. -.- 11 
u... I ill j dot n SltCv-pildUWJ LI IV, 1 1 Kill I I V./III 11 IC 11 LK l\ ICI IP inc. 

H Hey Boy 

! turn and stare, cautiously proceeding... 

IIR: Who are you herding sheep for? 

SH: Why do you want to know*? 

HR: You are tresspassing here. You belong on the other side of 

the fence. 

SH: I was told herd sheep here by ply grandma (Do you hive a 
grandma? I think to myself.) She has herded sheep here for mnnyj-7§jSr 
years. (P ratably longer than your liie). " ' gsr^tT^ 

I IR What is your name? 
SH: 1 don't have one. 

HR: Laughs. You don't have a name«ither.Huh? 
He calls to his dispatch reporting my criminal activity I continue ' 
herdirg the sheep, lead diem out of sight into ijie trees but £o\iC y 
cross the feace until four hands over the western horizon. 
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languas©. To be 
relocated is to 
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Bfauk Mesa Sings to My Soul 

We were driving down the road in a van with no shook:? likening 
to Bob Dylan's Blood On the Tracks, singing "Tan-led Up in 
Blue" as loud as we dared. I'd only met them 2 hours ago - the 
•mount of time we'd been on rhe road - and [ was so glad to once 
again be with people who were willing lo put their faith in life 
and their life in causes they oared about. When we got lo our 
stoppmg point it was cold but clear out: there were more stars! 
then I'd seen in ages (city lie..,) i.nd a halo around the moon ( 
Inside it was warn and dimly lit by the fire and a kerosene lamp 
Ihey welcomed us in, we made food, md listened to familiar 
hobo songs. I felt more at home in that hosan on the Northern] 
Arizona desert, with people I had only just" met, than I had inj 
months. We swapped stories about train-hopping and got updated 
Ml some of the more current happenings on Black Mesa Fell 
asleep happily fed and warned from the insid: - out. The next 
mght : was 30 exhausted from chopping wood and herding sheep 
through mud so thick my boots weighed at least 5 pound each) 
3.nd my hands wjre shaking so, I could barely write I could 
imagine nothing better than laying down and sleeping. My nails 
were dirty and my legs were sore, my arms felt like" they were 
going to fall off and 1 could not have been happier to he there. | 







I ve been with the sheep long enough that I know them and Ihey 
know me. They know when I'm just walking through and when I 
want them to move. I know where they always £0, when there's a 
strong wind from the south, and where they tend to go whenever 
they take off running. I've seen the desertfcura from muddy red 
sxpand to a green oasis with fields of yellow and purple 
wildflowers Spending so much time alone has made me realise 
how removed I'd become from myself & my surroundings. I liked 
the consciousness that Was coming. The intention with which I 
was living. _ Every day I camecicioss a new flower in bloom, a 
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Tlmolina off Rastctunco 

on Black Mosa 

(Olna Raslstar-o- 

cantrlc bias) 

1864-68 First Long Walk. 
Many Black Mesa Dine' go 
into hiding and avoid capture 
by Kit Carson's troops. Some 
are herded 1 50 miles to 
■ Hweeldi and return following 
their release in 1868. 
1882 Navajo and Hopi 
reservations created by 
executive order. Black Mesa is 
circumscribed by a grey area 
called the Joint Use Area 
(JUA), within the Navajo and 
adjacent to the Hopi that 
coincides nicely with coal 
reserves discovered in the area 
in 1879. "Joint use" is 
explained by the federal 
government as an overlap of 
some sort where the two tribes 
and possibly other Indian 
peoples arc living amongst 
each other. 

1966 Coal leases signed by 
both tribal governments. 
1969 Peabody begins 
stripmining operations on 
Black Mesa. Traditional elders 
voice their opposition to the 
mine at the site of its 
construction on the first day of 
digging. 

1975 Under pressure from 
white tribal lawyers, especially 
John Boyden who was 
working simultaneously for 
Peabody and the Hopi Tribe, 
US (iovt. approves PL 95-351, 
which splits JUA in half. Half 
will be Navajo Partition Lands 
(NPL). Half will be Hopi 
Partition Lands (HPL) Any 
native people living on the 
wrong side of the fence will be 
forcibly relocated to an 
undesignated somewhere else. 
1977 Benally family 
dismantles and removes large 
section of partition fence east 
of Big Mountain (Big 
Mountain is the highest point 



on Black Mesa and is located 
close to its center). 

1977 Pauline Whitesinger 
chases off fencing crews with 
cither a root or a gun. 

1978 Big Mountain Dine' 
march to Washington DC,, 
arriving 10,000 strong with 
support from other Indian 
Nations and non-Indians. They 
demand their right to stay on 
their homeland. Demand is 
ignored. 

1979 Big Mountain Dine' 
and Hopi elders declare 
sovereignty from US and 
Tribal Governments. In a 
formal document signed by 
over 300 native residents they 
state, "From here on we will 
address our concerns directly 
to the United Nations". 
Roberta Blackgoat is named 
Headwoman and Kec Sheii 
Headman of the newly formed 
"Big Mountain Sovereign 
Dine' Nation". 

1980 Katherine Smith 
confronts fencing crews armed 
with a rifle. After a standoff of 
several hours she is disarmed 
and apprehended. She spends 
several days in jail and is 
released. 

1980 Jimmy Biik'isii torches 
BIA backhoe near his home. 
Resistance spokesperson Bahii 
Katenay is falsely accused and 
arrested for the action. He is 
subsequently released on lack 
of evidence. Biik'isii (now 
deceased) was never 

suspected. 

1980 Elder Alice Benally 
thrown to the ground and 
maccd for cutting fence near 
her home. 

1986 Sundance brought to 
Camp Anna Mae at foothills of 
Big Mountain by Chasing 
Horse (Lakota) 

1997 Many HPL Dine' 
"heads of household" 
(generally oldest male contrary 
to traditional matriarchal 
society) sign "Accomodation 
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fi ft r~ v- A 1-1 /- "C r> ' " 



M-nv 



'They tell me there's gonna *oe a sewage system put l ^ A -V«r 
in at trie new housing development in M ^ v1 + rt — - ^ 



lineVIKiH.ViA9^r ^ 

out ?*■*!—. 
^nnebito and 



tnen on the 



Ac 2 G7 c-d at i or. A'-neenent 



• . "Now what what cculc. they "ce collect ire all that up for? 
May'oe down in Flagstaff, they're realizing that the"' don't 
have enou^n piss and shit zz cover our sacred mountain with 
-and so they're coming to collect it up from us too." 
("Line' People are one of the 11 tribes attempting to olcch 
the U3F3 plan to allow shdwaakins on the San Francisco 
Peaks with waste water from the city of Flagstaff for 
the expansion of the Sno'.vBowi Ski Resort, 
For more information check cut www. save thepeaks .ore) 
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WHERE'S OUR RESEARCH 
TEAM? 

Ve need to know who Peabody 
Toal is; where they are, and 
vhat their addresses and 
mtposts are? Who are the other 
»layers involved (Pipeline Co, 
:PUC, Rehant Energy, etc...)? 
Vho is making the big bucks? 




Shareholders? How can wi 

«! get'em? Computer nuts 

« watchdogs, and the like; Ge 

| On It! Be in touch We'll spread 

the news out here, publish it ii 

the zine, and let the peopl< 

know what you find out. 

Email Your Research Tol 

sheepherders@riseup. n< 



ANNOUNCEMENTS : 

Black Mesa Biodiesel Project (BMPB in French) was initiated last 
summer by a couple of sheepherders that went out to California and 
rustled up a nice 1984 Isuzu P'UP. It is with us now and we are fixing 
it up. Last Thanksgiving, a biodiesel maker from the west coast 
donated 100 gallons to get us going. A number of the families out here 
are interested in the possibilities of burning grease in diesel 
engines. Are you into Biodiesel? Come help us move the project 
forward. We heard a new Sonic opened up in Tuba City. Great! More 
grease for the people! 

The new organization of resistors, Nahasdzaan Ba'althini, is 
looking for an attorney well voiced in Indian Law. They have a 
I research team in place and a number of fundraising possibilities. 
1 Please pass the word along to your attorney friends. 

Dannny Blackgoats' organization "Roads To Open Doors", which 
specializes in alternative maintenance of infrastructure ("Whoever 
grades the roads has jurisdiction! "—Anon. Hopi Ranger driving road 
grader) is badly in need of a tractor that can be used for grading 
roads and plowing cornfields. This is a community project that 
celebrates Dine sovereignty on Black Mes*. And we just might run it on 
biodiesel. Maybe some kind reader can organize a benefit and raise 
funds for this tractor. Yeiigo! 




itew, bright-green leaf on a tree - as small and delicate: as new 
life, or a valley with sage so tall I couldn't see the sheep at all & 
had to trust my ea-s to follow Iheir wind-chimes. Every day 
something new revealed itself to me - whether internal or 
sxternal, there was always something new. Every week I ha<f a 
new lesson - posttfvity, patience, and mindfulness. My days were 
full and [ felf completely in love. Now, on my way to other 
experiences Igot to say goodbye to grandma - now 
complimenting me on ths skirt I'd sewn from Bluebird flour 
acks, instei.d of tilling me to wash ray pants, glad to see I had 
finally managed to make fairly descent ftybread. She told me to 
come back soon, aid I know I will: The ca votes howl at night 
the winds talk through the Juniper a/>d Bif Mountain fits 
patiently waiting for you to listen. 




to fear and loathe Waashindoon and white 
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Reason #1001 
technology: 

It was posted in the HPL "voices of the people" 
newsletter this past spring that a cancerous chemical was 
used at the sheep dipping sites of the 1930 's — 1960 's 
According to the elders, there were some bugs on the sheep 
at the time and everyone was somehow convinced by the BIA 
to herd their sheep to these locations (about 10 on or near 
Black Mesa) and have their sheep walk through a toxic vat 
It is now reported that the chemical used at the time is 
highly toxic not only to bugs but to sheep and people. The 
former ««**P dipping sites are contaminated and some are 
slated for cleanup. The publication, which does not 
specialize in hard-hitting investigative journalism, left 
several questions unanswered: 1) when was the toxicity 
discovered, by whom, and how long was it before the public 
was notified? 2) was this chemical sanctioned for use in 
places other than the rex? If so, what were the health 
impacts there? 3)Why should a person trust the modem day 
-cures- peddled by the "sheepboss- that grandma never heard 
of before? 
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5 q uat t e r s Rights : 

^s far- as 4^1 've ~c±3&,tc 
Under white lav;, 7 
years of continuous 
occupation on a niece of 

person 

ownership of 
that land. This apparently / 

doesn't apply to 51^ Mountain Vne 
yrfho boast 7 -plus generations of ■ 
Co n 1 1 nu ou s c wn e r s ii i o 
kf federal 2<xvvr if the? 



lor any and all who wain to be supporters anil supporters: ^- 

1 (l)Fir3t let me say I think any and all politicians should serve fivi : "f 

years with indigenous peoples somewhere, no mutter if it i* " 

Alaska, U.S., South America, Sweden, Australia or Africa 

Anywhere with no money and have to live from the land uiide 

indigenous rule. Maybe there would be respect for the eartl 

and all life forms on it plus the air, water, and the les: 

forfcwate I am no politician or anyone of greatness. I am j 

simple man vsith simple needs, simple ways, and simpit 

thoughts. I live (or try to) by K.I S.S. 'Keep it simple stupid" 

I am a mm who is on the verge of being an elder myself Ovei 

the years I .have learned that money, homes, cars, TVs 

computers havf not brought me any joy, peace, or love* The 

five years I have herded sheep f3r an elder I would say ha? 

beta the most enriclung time of my life next to holding m> 

Grandmothers' hand and telling her it was ok to die. 1 will 

never forget tlie lCck of joy and thciikfullness in hei eyes 

whai 1 released her, nor the feelings inside of me. Feelings oi 

sorrow, jay, and of knowir.g I did something good. I have the 

same feelings lisre on Thin Rock Mesa, from the Elder people, 

plaints, and animals. How many of you can say a crow 

lead you 10 the sheep after you lost them. I lost th2 sheep one 

time and while lookiag for them a crow came, flew over me, 

cirding,and flew off h one and only one direction. After about 

a hailf hour of this I followed the crow. He flew slow enough 

so I could follow. When he started circling again I looked and 

befold, the sheep. How many of you can say you have had a 

Juniper tree shield >*u from a blizzard? I was out wib the 

sheep ana winter wha a llfizzarclhit. A regular white out The 
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duo are .considered "trespassers" 
'^•t - to si^n the 1Q< 
W2LL what about 



mere's a few that have been here 



People on Black Mesa? 

loan 7 years. Maybe they can -throw a wrench in" 

feat sale, "Its not reall? anyenes. actuallv'' 
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r::isstcn fron the fasily.ThiS 

cture is not to be reproduced ^f-t-ji'^ea^-fOs -z^wl. . 



> Alternative medicine rationalizes its exorbant fees and limited availbilities 
by explaining "when an individual commitis to healing, they will rally 
their financial resources in that direction." For native people, being tied to 
their place, the rationality of pilgrimmage to the alternate healer is 
unappropiate, and when forced to, extremely costly in transport alone. 
Holistic healing ought to aknowledge these circumstances more seriously. 
My practice here is an attempt to integrate a concept of social and political 
justice to what I learned among healers in Santa Fe and London. There, 
and elsewhere, I have noticed that most alternative health practioners have 
a tendency to rest-easy on servicing economically privaledged 

clientele. Meanwhile, the western HealthCare, that the alternative health 
circuit criticizes due to its detrimental shortfalls, is extending its services in 
more egalitarian directions. A parallel situation occurs with 
Health/OrganicFoods and the Corporate/GM Food Indistry. 
It is my prveledge as a whiteperson that avails me to this understanding 
and the training I decided to have access to. So I am simultanously 
aknowledging and taking advantage of that in what I am doing. 
I wonder sometimes that more of my fellow healers from those circles, do 
not follow my understanding of the situation: readdressing these race/class 
inequalities ig a vital "level" in$harray of energetics that we work with. 
Big Mountain is like a vortex of somekind, where the very worst of 
inequality and injustice that this country has to offer, has been 
concentrated for the past 30 years. One would expect to see attuned healers 
showing up here in droves. Some do, sometimes, but fy Most iftfie 
last 6 months, I've been the only alternative healer Wtrt •* 8l«cfe.tflcS^ 
1Y.i\t CjtfMWfS understand that their bodies are a reflection of the Sacred Mother Earth. Of 
where they are from. Here,, khe land is critical. Working on the grandmas 
is working with the ancestors of this land: its wildness, realness, and 
rythym. It is their traditional way of life embodied . Here is where the 
benefit goes back to the healer. The experience makes it clear to me; not 
only the suffering of the people, the land , and my responsibility here, but 
also their strength in resistance and the nature of the healing that they are 
bringing me. 
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Help us do outreach. 

Print op the following as a flier and post it at your 

institute of higher learning: 



f uiaL ft* you down? 

Quit school and go herd sheep for 'Navajo Eiders. 

Learn something real 

skeepfierc(ers@riseup. net v^> 
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Footnotes: 

" Arlene Hamilton died in a car accident outside of Taos in 2002. The circumstances of the 'W foil. » 
the rental car that she was in with another activist were never well mviS^&S^t 1 u °" 
a considerable thorn » the side of the corporate mterests on Blac^ E^iKSS ST 
*-The Prom,sekeepers ,s as far as we can tell a right wing Christian men's group whichS^S^for the 
strong and responsible role of the patriarch in guiding the destiny of his flock. They routinely fill spons 
arenas in the Midwest to celebrate their "commitments". 
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